202                  AMONG     OTHERS

The  speakers  at  its  weekly  meetings  are often
prominent local lay preachers.   An annual pro-
gramme of subjects for addresses and discussions is
published, but the speakers sometimes prefer to
deliver an improving talk with little precise reference
to the allotted topic. And a considerable proportion
of the audience, which consists mostly of middle-
aged working men, regards the School rather as a
sort of lay service than an opportunity for study,
On one of my visits the topic for the week was
Evolution.   I prepared my address with diffidence
and some care, and flattered myself, when it was over,
that I had myself mastered, and on the whole
explained,   the   rudiments   of   Darwinism,   neo-
Darwinism and anti-Darwinism with reasonable
lucidity.   The speakers  in  the discussion which
followed politely echoed this optimistic view. Then
a grizzled veteran rose.  "That was an interesting
speech," he said, "a mighty interesting speech; one
of the clearest speeches as ever I did hear. And now,
my brothers, arising out of the speaker's remarks,
I would ask you this. Have you ever considered what
a wonderful man Adam was? To think that Adam
should have actually invented a different name for
every single one of the animals! Is there one of us
here could do that? Ah! my brothers, there is much
for us to learn from Adam." The audience applauded
without a hint of arriire pens&e,   I clapped more
heartily than any one. The Chapel itself is almost
as much a social, as a religious, organisation. Its
social  stratifications, too,  are  clear-cut  but  un-
predictible. In one village all the wage-earners will
beWesleyans and the shopkeepers Congregationalists,